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 Grade Boundary: Low Excellence 

1. To achieve this standard with Excellence significant connection(s) across texts must 
be perceptively explained using supporting evidence. 

The standard asks the student to identify and perceptively explain one or more ideas 
about significant connections across texts, making clear points that develop 
understandings that show some insight or originality in thought or interpretation. 

The student has referred to four texts and identified a thematic connection within the 
four texts. ‘Everyone feels like they do not belong in society or their cultures 
sometimes’. 

The student makes clear points that develop understandings that show insight about 
the connections of ‘Everyone feels like they do not belong in society or their cultures 
sometimes’ between texts using supporting evidence. For example the following are 
connections at Excellence: 

• Kate Woods wants us to understand that it is vital that we find our place in our 
cultures or society so we do not feel isolated. 

• Apirana Taylor helps us understand that there is still time for learning. Tu still has 
hope.  No matter how long it takes his tupuna will be happy that Tu regains the 
knowledge he has lost about his culture. Apirana Taylor wants us to know that 
there is a place for us in our cultures and our societies whether it is lost or not yet 
found. 

To meet Excellence more securely the student would need to explain some of the 
insight gained from connections in greater depth. 
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 Grade Boundary: High Merit 

2. To achieve this standard with Merit significant connection(s) across texts must be 
convincingly explained using supporting evidence. 

The standard asks the student to refer to at least four texts, then identify and 
convincingly explain one or more ideas about significant connections across texts, 
making clear points that develop understandings about the connection being 
addressed.  

The student has referred to four texts and identified a thematic connection within the 
four texts of ‘unconditional love’. 

The student expresses ideas which begin to hint at perceptive understandings about 
the connections of ‘forbidden love’ between the four texts. However these connections 
need to be more perceptive to meet Excellence. For example: 

The student makes clear points developing understandings that begin to hint at some 
insight about the thematic connections of ‘unconditional love’ between the four texts 
using supporting evidence. However these connections need to be perceptive to meet 
Excellence. For example: 

• She can see through the moments when he is less desirable and focus on his true 
inner qualities. This shows her unconditional love for him.  

Interpretation of the class difference could be developed through this connection. 

• Rose is so head over heels and completely in love with Jack that she is prepared 
to go wherever he goes, however he goes without thinking of the consequences. 
She doesn’t care that he isn’t rich. Her love is unconditional she accepts him poor 
even though this means that she would no longer have the wealthy, easy lifestyle 
that she has always known.  

The student begins to give insight by stating how her life would change. This could be 
developed by interpreting the class difference and what this meant at this time. 

• Shows that they adore each other so completely and unconditionally that they 
have part of the others love inside them and cannot bear to be away from one 
another. Bella loves Edward unconditionally even though being with a vampire will 
constantly put her life at risk. 

The student begins to interpret their differences which could be developed to support 
their unconditional love. 

• This dialogue shows that Juliet loves him unconditionally whether he is a 
Montague or not and he has the same unconditional love for her. They risk their 
lives for their love just like Edward and Bella in Twilight. 

The student could develop the comparison between the two texts interpreting the idea 
of unconditional love through the idea of ‘risking their lives for each other’. 
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 Grade Boundary: Low Merit 

3. To achieve this standard with Merit significant connection(s) across texts must be 
convincingly explained using supporting evidence. 

The standard asks the student to refer to at least four texts, then identify and 
convincingly explain one or more ideas about significant connections across texts, 
making clear points that develop understandings about the connection being 
addressed.  

The student has referred to four texts and identified a thematic connection within the 
four texts of ‘teenagers making wrong choices resulting in negative consequences’. 

The student makes clear points developing understandings about the connections of 
‘teenagers making wrong decisions resulting in negative consequences’ between two 
of the texts (On the sidewalk bleeding and The last spin) using supporting evidence. 
For example: 

• “These teenagers made the wrong decision to join gangs. It is because of their 
gang membership that they end up getting killed. The sad thing is that Andy 
realised that he didn’t need the gang because he had a future with Laura when it 
was too late. Tigo and Danny realised they were much better friends with each 
other than with anyone in their gangs, but they stopped the game too late.  Their 
wrong choices had negative consequences which were to lose their lives.” 

To meet Merit more securely the student would need to develop understandings about 
the connections of ‘teenagers making wrong decisions resulting in negative 
consequences’ between the other texts (Romeo and Juliet/Alter Boys) with supporting 
evidence for Romeo and Juliet. For example: 

• This is the same as what happened to Romeo and Juliet who are teenagers who 
made a decision that had negative consequences. They thought it would be okay 
to get married and then their parents would come round to accepting it. Just like 
the boys, they didn’t think it all through long term. 

The understanding that their youth was a barrier to their ability to think through 
consequences could be developed further, although some unevenness in the 
response is acceptable at Merit (see EN5). 
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 Grade Boundary: High Achieved 

4. To achieve this standard significant connection(s) across texts must be explained 
using supporting evidence. 

The standard asks the student to refer to at least four texts, then identify and explain 
one or more ideas about significant connections across these texts. 

The student has referred to four texts and identified a thematic connection within the 
four texts of ‘forbidden love’. 

The student expresses ideas which begin to hint at convincing understandings about 
the connections of ‘forbidden love’ between the four texts using supporting evidence. 
However these connections need to be more convincing to meet Merit. For example: 

• “They are not aware that their friendship is forbidden.” 

• “Discovering this fact did not stop them from being friends.” 

• “Just like Bruno and Samuel who go behind Bruno’s father, Jack and Rose go 
behind Rose’s mother.” 

• “Although Allie and Noah are separated their forbidden love doesn’t stop just as 
Romeo and Juliet’s forbidden love doesn’t stop. These are examples of what 
happens when you try to forbid love between two people who are truly in love.” 

The student could develop understandings about the idea that forbidden love is 
unstoppable.  
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 Grade Boundary: Low Achieved 

5. To achieve this standard significant connection(s) across texts must be explained 
using supporting evidence. 

The standard asks the student to refer to at least four texts, then identify and explain 
one or more ideas about significant connections across these texts.  

The student has referred to four texts and identified a thematic connection within the 
four texts of ‘young lovers facing difficulties in being together’. 

The student expresses ideas about the connections of ‘young lovers facing difficulties 
in being together’ between two of the texts (Romeo and Juliet/Titanic) using evidence 
which supports part of the thematic connection of ‘young love’. For example: 

• “Their difficulties cause both of them to die in the end.” 

• “Rose and Jack face many difficulties to be together. Just like in Romeo and Juliet 
their families both go against them.” 

• “We learn from all of these texts that people who fall in love at a young age have 
good times but then have to face difficulties in being together. In Titanic and 
Romeo and Juliet families caused the difficulties. In Grease and peer pressure 
caused the difficulties. In Noughts and Crosses racism caused the difficulties.” 

To meet Achievement more securely the student would need to express ideas about 
‘the difficulties faced by young lovers’ between the other texts (Noughts and 
Crosses/Grease) with supporting evidence (see EN4). 
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 Grade Boundary: High Not Achieved 

6. To achieve this standard significant connection(s) across texts must be explained 
using supporting evidence. 

The standard asks the student to refer to at least four texts, then identify and explain 
one or more ideas about significant connections across these texts. 

The student has referred to four texts and identified a thematic connection within the 
four texts of the ‘challenges/obstacles of love’ in the introduction. 

The student does not express ideas about the connection(s) of the 
‘challenges/obstacles of love’ between texts, instead the student comments on the 
plot using evidence which is not entirely relevant to the thematic connection. For 
example:  

• “In the song, ‘Art of Love’, they sing about the consequences of love.  “I’m still 
learning the art of love, I’m still trying to not mess up, so whenever I stumble let 
me know”.  This shows that sometimes love does not go the way that you plan, 
and sometimes you are going to mess up.”  

To meet Achievement the student would need to ‘explain a significant connection’ by 
expressing an idea about the obstacles/challenges of love (the significant connection) 
between texts (see EN4). For example: Another text that shows that sometimes love 
does not go the way that you plan, is the song the art of love. The poem ‘How Things 
Are’ also deals with the challenges of love where … (and refer to specific 
incidents/examples). 

 




