	Level 2 Writing Portfolio
	Exemplar 1

	Diary Entries
	

	Here is the first of two diary entries. Notice the structure, content and style of each and answer the questions.

	From

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13¾ 

By Sue Townsend
	

	Thursday March 12th
	

	Woke up this morning to find my face covered in huge red spots. My mother said they were caused by nerves but I am still convinced that my diet is inadequate. We have been eating a lot of boil-in-the-bag stuff lately. Perhaps I am allergic to plastic. My mother rang Dr Gray's receptionist to make an appointment, but the earliest he can see me is next Monday! For all he knows I could have lassa fever and be spreading it all around the district!


	Notice the personal tone typical of the diary entry. Find examples of this.
What language techniques are used to support this personal tone?


	I told my mother to say that I was an emergency case but she said I was 'over-reacting as usual'. She said a few spots didn't mean I was dying. I couldn't believe it when she said she was going to work as usual. Surely her child, should come before her job?


	What have you noticed about Adrian’s relationship with his mother?
 What language techniques support this?

	I rang my grandma and she came round in a taxi and took me to her house and put me to bed. I am there now. It is very clean and peaceful. I am wearing my dead grandad's pyjamas. I have just had a bowl of barley and beef soup. It is my first proper nourishment for weeks.


	Note the chronological recording of events. What tenses have been used? Why?

What details have been added to make the entry seem more authentic? 

What picture is Adrian creating of himself with the last sentence?

	I expect there will be a row when my mother comes home and finds that I have gone. But frankly, my dear diary, I don't give a damn.


	Diary entries can be written with informal language and this entry has a few examples of this. Can you find an example in this paragraph? Look back to the beginning of the entry. How does it start?

 Can you spot the literary allusion and explain it? Hint: it comes from a very popular film of the 1940s.
 What does this allusion say about Adrian’s character?



