	Level 2 Writing Portfolio
	Exemplar 2

	Diary Entries
	

	This is a very different diary entry yet it shares some qualities with that of the Adrian Mole extract. What similarities can you find? Answer the questions to help you become more aware of writing style that is typical for diary entries.

	From Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl
Edited by Otto Frank & Mirjan Pressler
Translated by Susan Massotty
	

	SATURDAY, 30 JANUARY 1943
	Who is Kitty? What is the effect of treating the diary as a person? Why do you think Anne does this?

Notice the plunge opening and the use of the present tense. What is the effect of the way the entry is started?

Because a diary is mostly intended only for the writer to read, the emotions expressed can be very intense. What emotion is a dominant one in this paragraph?

What verbs add to the intensity of the emotions in this paragraph? What repetitions add to these emotions?

Find other ways that Anne gives life to this paragraph.

	Dearest Kitty,

I'm seething with rage, yet I can't show it. I'd like to scream, stamp my foot, give Mother a good shaking, cry and I don't know what else because of the nasty words, mocking looks and accusations that she hurls at me day after day, piercing me like arrows from a tightly strung bow, which are nearly impossible to pull from my body. I'd like to scream at Mother, Margot, the van Daans, Dussel and Father too: 'Leave me alone, let me have at least one night when I don't cry myself to sleep with my eyes burning and my head pounding. Let me get away, away from everything, away from this world!' But I can't do that. I can't let them see my doubts, or the wounds they've inflicted on me. I couldn't bear their sympathy or their good-humoured derision. It would only make me want to scream even more.
	

	Everyone thinks I'm showing off when I talk, ridiculous when I'm silent, insolent when I answer, cunning when I have a good idea, lazy when I'm tired, selfish when I eat one bite more than I should, stupid, cowardly, calculating, etc., etc. All day long I hear nothing but what an exasperating child I am, and although I laugh it off and pretend not to mind, I do mind. I wish I could ask God to give me another personality, one that doesn't antagonize everyone.
	In her account of how people react to her, Anne uses parallel structures. Can you find them and what is the effect?

Notice how self aware Anne is. Find an example and how it adds to Anne’s dramatic approach to conflict.

What do you notice about the structure of ideas in this paragraph?

	More than once, after a series of absurd reproaches, I've snapped at Mother: 'I don't care what you say. Why don't you just wash your hands of me — I'm a hopeless case.' Of course, she'd tell me not to talk back and virtually ignore me for two days. Then suddenly all would be forgotten and she'd treat me like everyone else.
	Diaries are a chance for the diarist to be scrupulously honest without worrying about what others think. How might she like to edit this paragraph with hindsight knowing others are reading her diary?

	It's impossible for me to be all smiles one day and venom​ous the next. I'd rather choose the golden mean, which isn't so golden, and keep my thoughts to myself. Perhaps some​time I'll treat the others with the same contempt as they treat me. Oh, if only I could.

Yours, Anne
	Diaries are a chance for writers’ reflection on themselves: what conclusion does Anne come to at the end of this entry?
What does the ending ‘Yours, Anne’ indicate in Anne’s mind?


	Level 2 Writing Portfolio
	Exemplar 1

	Diary Entries
	

	Here is the first of two diary entries. Notice the structure, content and style of each and answer the questions.

	From

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13¾ 

By Sue Townsend
	

	Thursday March 12th
	

	Woke up this morning to find my face covered in huge red spots. My mother said they were caused by nerves but I am still convinced that my diet is inadequate. We have been eating a lot of boil-in-the-bag stuff lately. Perhaps I am allergic to plastic. My mother rang Dr Gray's receptionist to make an appointment, but the earliest he can see me is next Monday! For all he knows I could have lassa fever and be spreading it all around the district!



	Notice the personal tone typical of the diary entry. Find examples of this.

What language techniques are used to support this personal tone?


	I told my mother to say that I was an emergency case but she said I was 'over-reacting as usual'. She said a few spots didn't mean I was dying. I couldn't believe it when she said she was going to work as usual. Surely her child, should come before her job?


	What have you noticed about Adrian’s relationship with his mother?
 What language techniques support this?

	I rang my grandma and she came round in a taxi and took me to her house and put me to bed. I am there now. It is very clean and peaceful. I am wearing my dead grandad's pyjamas. I have just had a bowl of barley and beef soup. It is my first proper nourishment for weeks.


	Note the chronological recording of events. What tenses have been used? Why?

What details have been added to make the entry seem more authentic? 

What picture is Adrian creating of himself with the last sentence?

	I expect there will be a row when my mother comes home and finds that I have gone. But frankly, my dear diary, I don't give a damn.


	Diary entries can be written with informal language and this entry has a few examples of this. Can you find an example in this paragraph? Look back to the beginning of the entry. How does it start?

 Can you spot the literary allusion and explain it? Hint: it comes from a very popular film of the 1940s.
 What does this allusion say about Adrian’s character?




