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Topic Sentence Answer question in one sentence  
eg. The directors use dialogue to convey the idea that … 

Explanation Explain how what you say in your topic sentence is seen in the text. Explain the 
idea further. 

Evidence Use quotes/visual language features to reinforce your argument. If discussing 
film, don’t just say “lighting” – be specific about the type of lighting. 

Relevance State why your evidence is relevant.  
This is your “the director/author does this to show…” section. 

Link Relate your argument to a main idea present in the text. Remember, you can 
write about more than one main idea. 

Link2 
(Required for Excellence) Personal response- 

What did the text help you to understand? Why is it important to you? 
Link your argument/idea to the wider world – Why is it relevant to the reader’s 
world? 
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